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removed. Secure an 8-foot length of ^-inch rubber tubing and a funnel A regular- soft rubber horse-catheter is better than ordinary rubber tubing. In the absence of either, a common household douche bag may be used. The salt solution is the best for irrigation purposes. This is made by adding 2 tablespoonsful of common salt to a gallon of lukewarm water. Strong disinfectants are to be avoided. Most are caustic in action and do great damage. Put the cow in a stall and fill the bag with the salt solution. Hang the bag high enough to drain easily. If the owner is not skilled in such work it will be best to wash out the vagina only. Harm will be done if the opening into the uterus is practically closed and an attempt made to open it forcibly. The neck of the womb sometimes closes to a very small diameter. Some attempt to open it with a broom handle. If easy entrance into the womb is impossible, leave the operation to one skilled in this work. If the neck of the womb is open and easy entrance is possible, the womb may be irrigated if the operator is careful not to injure the walls of the uterus. After irrigating the womb, be sure to siphon out the fluid, by allowing the outside portion of the rubber /tubing to hang down. This is necessary because the cow may not throw it out herself. A simple washing of the vagina will often bring beneficial results without the uterine douching. The irrigations may be repeated daily for a week and then twice a week until the discharge is entirely stopped.
In this operation, as in the one for the removal of an infected afterbirth, the operator should be careful to wash his hands and arms. Grease the arms with vaseline and, when the work is completed, wash the arms thoroughly. If the treatment does not bring beneficial results after a reasonable' time, the animal should be disposed of. The treatment of a discharging sterile animal is a delicate one and if the owner values her highly it will be best to secure expert assistance. Of course the animal should not be re-bred until all discharges have ceased.